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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 2620 
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TAGS: PBOR PORG MO UN SS 

SUBJECT: OAU EXTRAORDINARY SESSION ON WESTERN SAHARA 

REF: LUSAKA 2482 

COUNSELOR OF EGYPTIAN EMBASSY REDA TOLD US AUGUST 29 THAT 
GRZ HAS REQUESTED MORE THAN 6 MILLION DOLLARS FROM THE OAU 
TO PAY COSTS FOR HOSTING THE EXTRAORDINARY SESSION ON THE 
WESTERN SHARA. HE SAID THE REQUEST FAR EXCEEDED THE DOLLARS 

500 THOUSAND THAT THE OAU USUALLY CONTRIBUTES TO THE 

HOST COUNTRY TO HELP DEFRAY COSTS OF SUMMIT MEETING 

AND HAD CAST SOME DOUBT ON WHETHER THE SUMMIT WOULD COME OFF. 

REDA SPECULATED THAT MOROCCO MIGHT BE ABLE TO PERSUADE THE 

SAUDIS TO COME UP WITH THE MONEY. MOROCCANS NOW BELIEVED 
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THEY HAD THE VOTES TO DEFEAT ALGERIA IN A SHOW DOWN ON THE 
WESTERN SAHARA. ENHANCED MOROCCAN STRENGTH HAD FOLLOWED 
ITS SUCCESSFUL MILITARY INTERVENTION IN SHABA. REDA SAID 
THE ALGERIANS WERE CONSCIOS OF THEIR RELATIVE WEAKNESS 
AND WERE INVOLVED IN AN ALL OUT CAMPAIGN TO IMPROVE THEIR 
PSOTION BEFORE A SUMMIT TAKES PLACE. 
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